
LAW 24: NO BALL 

 

 

 

The No Ball 

 

 Illegal delivery as signalled by umpire using above signal 

 No ball calls over-ride wides call 

 As with a wide, a no ball has a penalty of 1 run (unless competition rules state overwise) 

and requires a further delivery to be bowled 

 Further runs can be scored by the usual manners 

o Runs scored off the batsman's bat and or gloves are accredited to the batsman  

o Runs scored as byes or leg byes are accredited against the bowler by adding the 

additional runs to the original no ball penalty and are classified as "No Balls"  

 Can be called for numerous reasons (explanations to follow) 

o Illegal action - foot position on crease 

o Illegal action - mode of delivery changes 

o Illegal action - bowling arm 

o Illegal action - breaking non-striking batsman's stumps in delivery stride 

o Illegal delivery 

o Fielding / Wicketkeeping no balls 

 Batsmen can be dismissed through four methods from a no ball delivery 

o Handled the Ball  

o Hit the Ball Twice  

o Obstructing the field  

o Run Out  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reasons For No Ball 

 

1: Illegal Action - Foot Positions On Crease 

 Back foot on or crossing return crease 

 Front foot (either raised or planted) has no part behind the popping crease line 

 Front foot crossing over an imaginary line from the middle stump of the bowling wicket to 

the middle stump of the batsman's wicket 

 
 

2: Illegal Action - Bowling Arm 

 Ball has been deemed to have been thrown by the bowler 

o Once bowling arm reaches level of the shoulder in delivery swing, the elbow joint 

MUST be (partially or completely) straightened until the ball has been released 

o The elbow joint is NOT allowed to change its flexion angle from this point until the 

ball has been released 

 

3: Illegal Action - Mode of Delivery 

 Bowler switches from bowling right-arm to left-arm, without notifying the umpire 

 Bowler switches from over-the-wicket to around-the-wicket, without notifying the umpire 

 Bowler delivers the ball underarm 

 

4: Illegal Action - Breaking Wicket During Ball Delivery 

 In the act of delivering the ball, any part of the bowler's body or equipment breaks the non-

striking batsman's wicket 

 
 

 

 



5: Illegal Delivery 

 Ball bounces more than twice or rolls along the ground before it reaches the batsman's 

popping crease 

 The ball comes to rest in front of the striking batsman's wicket without being touched by the 

striking batsman or their equipment 

 Dangerous and unfair bowling (as deemed by either umpire) 

 Above waist-high full toss 

 

6: Fielder/Wicketkeeper No Balls 

 Fielders encroaching on the pitch 

 Incorrect number of fielders inside fielding circle (as stated in competition rules) 

 More than 2 fielders behind square on the leg side 

  Any part of wicketkeeper (or equipment) in front of bowling crease 

 


